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Good morning.  It is unfortunate, but true.  There will be Hurricanes.  

Floods.  Fires.  Tornados.  You’ve seen the destruction they leave 

behind on the news, and maybe even in your own hometown.  

These disasters impact our homes, our businesses, our families, our 

pets.
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As Community Leaders, Good Samaritans and dog lovers in general, 

many of you have stepped up to help pets in need after the 

unthinkable happens.  Maybe you were a volunteer, or you made a 

generous donation,  or you helped coordinate much needed pet 

care resources and supplies.  It is truly a wonderful act of kindness 

and charity.  

But, what if there was better preparation for pets before a storm or 

fire or earthquake?  What if there was a more proactive plan in 

place that could almost immediately help our animal companions 

after a disaster?
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Let’s think about this.  If a catastrophic storm or fire is approaching 

or there is a hazmat emergency, pet owners will be asked to leave 

their home with little or no notice.  Split-second decisions will be 

made on what is most important to take with them.  Maybe they 

will take their photos or a prized possession?  But, without question, 

they will evacuate WITH their family and pets. 

But, if people are not allowed to bring their pets with them at the 

time of the emergency evacuation, many will refuse to leave.  They 

will knowingly risk their own safety to stay with their pets.  In fact, 

44% of the people that did not evacuate during Hurricane Katrina 

cited not wanting to leave their pets as the very reason they would 

not leave.  
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Or, what about emergencies of a different kind?  Maybe an area is 

struck by a disaster without warning.  It could be a tornado, or an 

earthquake or an explosion.  Among the devastation, there are 

animals seen wandering and lost.  But these animals are not strays  

and are not abandoned.  These are pets.  They are lost.  They are 

scared, possibly injured.  And they are in need of help.  

That is why, regardless of the size or budget of a community, the law 

now requires our local municipalities to care for its citizens and their 

pets in the event of a disaster. Local Emergency Management needs 

a plan and a resource to quickly and safely #1 evacuate people with 

their pets and, #2  accommodate displaced pets so people will know 

authorities are keeping a lookout for and caring for any pets they 

find and pet owners will not re-enter a dangerous area looking for 

them.  

And I’m here to share with you an exciting way our AKC Community 

can help.
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Let’s donate AKC Pet Disaster Relief trailers to communities in need. 

As an AKC Community, we can build a network that equips our 

hometowns with the essential animal sheltering resources that are 

needed the first critical hours after a disaster. 

At the June Delegate Meeting, many of you had the opportunity to 

tour an AKC Pet Disaster Relief trailer.  You saw a 16- foot trailer 

stocked with the necessary, non-perishable supplies required to 

temporarily shelter pets in an emergency situation. 

You saw wire crates stacked on rolling carts for quick and easy set-up 

along with administration and maintenance supplies.  You saw pet 

care essentials like leashes, bowls, and AKC CAR (now AKC Reunite!) 

microchips and scanners.  There was a generator, emergency 

lighting, fans and so, so much more.  

And, due to our partnership with North Carolina State Animal 

Response Team, training materials will also be available on the how-

to’s of AKC Pet Disaster Relief.  Training ranges from how-to set up 

6



an emergency pet shelter, to how-to check in pets, to how-to train 

and mobilize volunteers, to how-to decontaminate and replenish the 

trailer after it is deployed.
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AKC Pet Disaster Relief trailers provide local Emergency 

Management the immediate capability of providing a safe, 

temporary home-base animal shelter. 

Here, you can see just how easy it is to set up AKC Pet Disaster 

Relief.  Emergency Management drove the trailer to the school, 

lined the hallways in protective plastic, placed a runner, rolled in the 

crates, and staged the supplies.  In minimal time the pop-up pet 

shelter was ready to safely shelter pets.  
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After the shelter is set up, it is equipped to help shelter pets in two 

different ways.  It can be used as Co-location Shelter that can keep 

animals and their human companions together in a safe place as 

they literally weather a storm.  People are sheltered in a dedicated 

area, like a school gymnasium, and their pets are crated on-site in a 

specific area, like a hallway.  Pet owners are directly responsible for 

their pet’s care.
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Or, AKC Pet Disaster Relief can be used to create temporary Lost and 

Found shelters for displaced pets.  These temporary shelters 

become pop-up reunion centers for families to look for, and be 

reunited with, their lost pets.  Here is an actual quote from a pet 

owner that found her dog at a pop-up Lost and Found shelter after 

the devastating tornado that ripped through Moore, Oklahoma in 

May:  

“It’s just relief.  I don’t care about the house.  I don’t care about 

anything else now.  We’re okay.  We’re all alive.  We have our family, 

our dog.  We’re going to be okay.”

We can be a part of this.  We can lead the way to better sheltering 

solutions for pets during desperate times.  We can keep families 

together.  We can save lives. We can do all of this with your help. 
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To do this, we are asking all Clubs to help raise a portion of the funds 

needed to provide these trailers. Donations will be made through 

the AKC Reunite Canine Support and Relief Fund and are tax 

deductible. 

Each fully stocked and delivered trailer costs $22,000 , and to 

support this program, AKC Reunite has allocated a quarter of a 

million dollars over the next two years to help with your Club’s 

fundraising efforts to supply trailers to our nation’s communities in 

need.  
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And, with your Clubs’ financial support of at least $1,000, your Club 

will be recognized in a big way.  

Similar to a NASCAR car sponsorship, your Club’s logo will appear on 

the side of the trailer you sponsor.   The more your Club can 

contribute, the larger your Club’s logo will be on the trailer to 

showcase your Club as the champion of all pets for all in the 

community to see.  

All of us on the AKC Pet Disaster Relief project thank you for your 

early enthusiasm and contributions.  It is truly wonderful.  Building 

on this momentum, we are looking into national sponsorships for 

AKC Pet Disaster Relief, and welcome you to reach out to potential 

regional sponsors as well.  

There is a packet of materials for you to pick up as you leave today 

that will give you all the particulars of AKC Pet Disaster Relief 

fundraising.   
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And as a local Club you have a tremendous opportunity to make a 

very immediate difference in your community.  Your club, or even 

better- a network of clubs in your area - can meet with your local 

Emergency Management team and introduce AKC Pet Disaster 

Relief.  You can show how these trailers will help simplify their 

legally required planning to accommodate pets during disasters and 

share your goal of donating a trailer to them.

By demonstrating your concern for the people in your community 

and their pets, your Club will build meaningful grassroots 

partnerships. Together, you can even plan ways your Club and 

Emergency Management can showcase AKC Pet Disaster Relief 

starting with a public presentation of the trailer to your local 

community.  You can also put the trailer out on display at events 

throughout the year, like Responsible Dog Ownership Day , county 

fairs, parades, festivals and more. 

And as local emergency preparedness for pets is enhanced, your 
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Club will garner very positive visibility and support.   Also in the 

packet that you pick up after this session, there is a Tip Sheet on how-

to engage with your local Emergency Management and a program 

brochure to help you present AKC Pet Disaster Relief trailers to your 

community.  
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We’ve all seen the destruction disasters leave behind on the news, 

and maybe even in our own hometowns.  It’s true that the need is 

real.  It’s definite that the time is now. And we are asking you to 

Help Us Roll Out Help. 

The first step is to remember to pick up your packets at the AKC 

Reunite table when you leave today.  Tom Sharp and I will be 

available to answer your questions, too.  Then, please go and talk to 

your Clubs and start raising funds for this very important cause.  

Let’s do this. Let’s Roll Out Help.

Thank you and I look forward to seeing you at the AKC Reunite table 

after the meeting.  
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